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STUDENT FESTIVAL and COMPETITION MANUAL 
NEBRASKA MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

 
 
 
 

PURPOSE 
 
 

The purpose of this publication is to provide general information about the various 
festivals and competitions sponsored by the Nebraska Music Teachers Association. This 
information includes objectives, eligibility and requirements for District and State 
Festivals, theory and musicianship requirements, and sight reading requirements. 
Information about adjudication and repertoire is included. 
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INTRODUCTION 
  

The Nebraska Music Teachers Association sponsors annual festivals for serious young 
musicians in the state. Pre-college students may enter in the fields of piano, orchestral 
strings, voice, woodwinds, brass, percussion, plectrum guitar and classical guitar. 
Preliminary festivals for pre-college students are held each spring at the district level 
under the direction of the District Festival Chairs. 
 
Pre-college students who have successfully passed the preliminary District Festivals may 
enter the non-competitive State Festival held in the fall under the direction of the NMTA 
Vice President. The festivals consist of the performance of prepared compositions and 
scale requirements for a competent adjudicator. In addition, students will take an ear 
training and written test in theory and musicianship.  Sight reading will be included at the 
District Festivals. 
 
Students ages 11-18 who have successfully passed the preliminary District Festivals and 
college students ages 19-26 may enter the Nebraska (only) Junior, Senior, or Young 
Artist Competitions held in the fall under the direction of the NMTA Vice President. 
These competitions have no scale, sight reading, ear training or written theory 
requirements and are not associated with any MTNA competitions. Competitors will 
perform a varied solo program using the MTNA Junior, Senior, or Young Artist 
Performance Competitions   requirements as a guidelines. 

 
Students may enter the MTNA Junior, Senior, or Young Artist Performance 
Competitions according to their appropriate age eligibility. Collegiate students may also 
participate in the MTNA Collegiate Chamber Music Performance Competition. These 
competitions at the state level are in the fall, under the direction of the MTNA 
Competitions Chair for NMTA. 
 
Composition students, both college and pre-college, may enter the MTNA Student 
Composition Competition held in the fall, under the direction of the MTNA Composition 
Coordinator for NMTA. 
 
Entry postmark dates, entry blanks, and all rules for MTNA-sponsored competitions are 
published in the April/May issue of the American Music Teacher and online at 
www.mtna.org.  
 
All entry postmark dates and locations for NMTA sponsored festivals and competitions 
are published in the spring edition of the Nebraska Music Teacher and on-line at 
www.nebmta.org  Entry blanks for Festivals will be made available by  the NMTA Vice 
President.  NMTA (only) Competitions entry blanks can be accessed online at 
www.nebmta.org.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.mtna.org/�
http://www.nebmta.org/�
http://www.nebmta.org/�
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OBJECTIVES 
 

 
1. To encourage participation in the Festival and Competition programs of the Music 

Teachers National Association. 
 
2. To provide special opportunities in competition for the gifted student, as well as to 

offer evaluation and constructive criticism to music students who participate in 
festivals. 

 
3. To promote higher musical standards among the members of the music teaching 

profession and their students. 
 
4. To give an opportunity for students and teachers to come into contact with many 

others who share their enthusiasm for music. 
 
5. To promote interest and participation in NMTA and MTNA. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 

A TYPICAL CALENDAR YEAR OF NMTA FESTIVALS AND COMPETITIONS 
 
 
April/May Pre-college non-competitive District Festivals in Lincoln, Omaha, Central and Western 

Nebraska locations 
 
 Level   Approximate Length of Study 
   1A   1-2 years 
   1B   2-3 years 
   2A   3-4 years 
   2B   4-6 years 
   3A   6-7 years 
   3B   7-9 years 
   4A   9-10 years 
   4B   10+ years 
 
September MTNA Student Composition Competition 
 
  Elementary  Ages 5-10 
  Junior   Ages 11-14 
  Senior   Ages 15-18 
  Young Artist  Ages 19-26 
 
October State level MTNA Competitions in conjunction with the NMTA State Conference 
 
 MTNA Junior Performance Competitions – Ages: 11-14 
 MTNA Senior Performance Competitions – Ages: 15-18 
 MTNA Young Artist Performance Competitions – Ages: 19-26 
 MTNA Chamber Music Performance Competitions – Average Age: 18-26 
 
 NMTA pre-college non-competitive State Festival in conjunction with NMTA State 

Conference. Students must have successfully completed the requirements at the District 
Level. See page 20. 

 
 NMTA (Nebraska only) Junior, Senior, and Young Artist Competitions. 
 These are also in conjunction with the NMTA State Conference and follow guidelines of 

the MTNA Competitions, except there are no chamber or ensemble categories. See pages 
22 and 23 for further details. 
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FESTIVAL and COMPETITION AWARDS 
 

 
1. The NMTA Festivals are essentially non-competitive in character, and consequently, 

no winners are named. The value of participation lies in the achievement of high 
musical standards and the impartial evaluation of the participant’s musical ability as 
provided by a competent adjudicator. As evidence of their excellence in performance, 
students who receive any “1” rating may receive a medal or trophy. All entrants will 
receive a written evaluation and a certificate signed by the NMTA Vice President. 
Students who receive a 90% or above on the theory test will receive a special 
certificate in recognition of an outstanding score. 

 
2. The NMTA (Nebraska only) Junior, Senior, and Young Artist Competitions will 

select a winner. In addition, second-place and possible “honorable mentions” may be 
named. The winner of each category may receive a monetary award. (Exception: If 
only one student is entered, the judge may or may not declare a winner.) 

 
3. Nebraska will select winners of the fall MTNA – sponsored competitions who may be 

given an NMTA award/travel grant. These students will participate in competitions 
held for representatives of the eight-state West Central Division, usually in January or 
February. Division winners advance to the national competitions held in conjunction 
with the annual MTNA Conference, usually in March or April. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
 

1. All participants in festivals must be students of teachers who are members of the 
Music Teachers National Association and Nebraska Music Teachers Association. 
Dues must be paid for the current fiscal year in which the festival occurs. Remember 
that MTNA/NMTA dues are effective from July 1 through June 30 of the following 
year.  Therefore, dues must be paid by March 1 in order to enter students in the spring 
District Festivals. The teacher must then pay the next year’s dues by August 31 in 
order to enter students in the fall State Festival. 

 
2. Participants in the District Festivals must have studied at least six months with the 

teacher who enters them in the festival. If a student has transferred to a different 
teacher within the six-month period, both teachers must sign the entry blank and both 
must be members of MTNA/NMTA. 

 
3. Pre-college students who are advancing to the State Festival must be entered by the 

same teacher who entered them in the District Festival. This requirement may be 
waived if a change of teachers is unavoidable, if the student changes teachers at the 
request of the former teacher, or if both teachers sign the entry form. 

 
4. Collegiate students need not meet the length-of-study requirement. 
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NEBRASKA MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
DISTRICT FESTIVALS 

 
Pre-college festivals are held every spring at five district sites in piano, orchestral strings, voice, 
woodwinds, brass, percussion, plectrum guitar and classical guitar. 
 
These festivals are held in April or May at sites in the Lincoln, Omaha, Central, Northeastern and Western 
Districts. 
 
Students entering as soloists are required to perform at least two memorized pieces, scales or other 
technical requirements, sight reading and a written and ear training test in theory and musicianship. 
 

I. Level of Music Study – District Festivals 
 

A. Students are entered in their starting level at their teacher’s discretion. Guidelines are 
presented below, but teachers may choose higher or lower levels according to their best 
judgment. A student may participate at any given level only two times at District Festivals to 
be eligible for State Festival. A student may not enter in a lower level than previously entered. 
The exception to this is ensembles. An ensemble will enter at the lowest performance level of 
students participating, so an ensemble member may have previously played a solo at a higher 
level. The higher level student of an ensemble may opt to take the higher level theory test. 
 

Level  Approximate Length of Study 
  1A   1-2 years 
  1B   2-3 years 
  2A   3-4 years 
  2B   4-6 years 
  3A   6-7 years 
  3B   7-9 years 
  4A   9-10 years 
  4B   10+ years 

 
B. A teacher is encouraged to enter students at the appropriate festival level. 

 
1. If a student entered each level only once, he/she would complete the series in 8 years. If a 

student entered each level for the maximum of two years, it would take 16 years to 
complete. The following is offered only as general performance level suggestions for 
students wishing to attain Level 4B by 12th grade and should not be interpreted as 
requirements: 

 
Early Elementary/Elementary – 1A/1B 
 
Late Elementary/Early Intermediate – 2A/2B 
 
Intermediate/Late Intermediate – 3A/3B 
 
Early Advanced/Advanced – 4A/4B 
 

2. Some students may advance more quickly and will be allowed to do so at the teacher’s 
discretion. A student may skip a level. For example, if a 6th grader is a first-year student, 
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he/she may enter at level 1A or 1B. But, in order to achieve level 4B by 12th grade, a few 
levels will need to be skipped. 
 

3. An ensemble level will be determined by the lowest performance level of the students who 
are entered. 

 
4. For students entering as soloists, performance and theory level must be the same.  

 
5. Certificates will include a student’s level of study as well as the performance rating, theory 

score and sight reading evaluation. 
 
6. A student at the pre-college level cannot enter the State Festival or the NMTA (NE only) 

Junior or Senior Competitions without having first participated in the District Festival. 
There is, however, no District Festival requirement for students entering any of the MTNA 
Competitions or Nebraska Young Artist Competition. 

 
7. For younger students (preschool through 1st grade), a facilitator will be allowed to read the 

1A test aloud.   
 

II. Festival Fees 
 

A. Festival fees will be stipulated annually by the NMTA Vice President, with the approval of the 
NMTA Board. 
 

B. Teachers must pay entry fees for their students by check or money order, payable to NMTA, 
and sent to the District Festival Chair. Individual payment of fees by students or payment of 
fees in cash is not acceptable. 

 
C. There are no refunds of entry fees. 

 
III. Additional Festival Requirements 

 
A. All solo voice and piano music must be performed from memory in the District and State 

Festivals. Memorization is not required for ensembles or for all other instrumental 
performances at District and State Festivals. 

 
B. Students are strongly encouraged to play original music for their instrument whenever 

possible. Original music is available for nearly every instrument at all levels from beginning to 
advanced. Use of simplified arrangements is discouraged. Please note that judges may consider 
appropriateness of repertoire in their evaluations.  

 
C. Optional teacher accompaniments from piano method books are not permitted. Orchestral or 

voice students whose performance requires accompaniment will provide their own 
accompanists. The student’s teacher may act as the accompanist.  

 
D. The Festival Chair must be notified at least one week before the festival if there are repertoire 

changes. If there is a change after that time a written critique will be given but the Festival 
Chair will withhold the rating. If no rating is given at District Festival, the student will not be 
allowed to enter the State Festival. 
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E. Copies of the music to be performed should be presented to the monitor at the door when the 
student checks in. The music will be given to the judge either by the student or the monitor 
when the student enters the performance room. Students who fail to provide music for the 
judge will be allowed to perform and receive the written critique, but will not be given a 
rating. 

 
F. Please observe the following directions concerning the music: 

 
1. The front cover should be labeled with the entrant’s Level and Festival Number. 
 
2. No identifying marks such as student’s or teacher’s name may appear anywhere on the 

music. 
 
3. Editorial changes in the music may be indicated at the teacher’s discretion. 
 
4. Measures must be numbered at the beginning of each system. 
 
5. All entrants and accompanists must abide by the federal Copyright Law. Photocopies are 

strongly discouraged. 
 

IV. Repertoire Requirements 
 

A. Levels 1A and 1B 
 

1. For all instruments and voice, at least two compositions by different composers, preferably 
from different musical periods or of contrasting styles.  

 
2. Scales, at least one octave, in the tonalities of the compositions performed, ascending and 

descending, in the manner in which the student has been taught (i.e., tetrachord form, 
hands alone, hands together, etc.). Voice students may sing any unaccompanied vocalise. 

 
3. Time allotted for performance: 6 minutes. 

 
B. Levels 2A and 2B 

 
1. For all instruments and voice, at least two compositions of contrasting styles and by 

different composers, preferably from different musical periods. 
 
2. Scales at least one octave, in the tonalities of the compositions performed, ascending and 

descending, in the manner in which the student has been taught. Voice students may sing 
any unaccompanied vocalise. 

 
3. Time allotted for performance: 8 minutes. 

 
C. Levels 3A and 3B 

 
1. For all instruments, at least two compositions from different musical periods, preferably of 

contrasting styles. 
 

2. Voice students will perform two art songs from different musical periods, preferably of 
contrasting styles. Original language is encouraged, but not required. 
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3. Scales in the tonalities of the compositions performed: 

 
a. Keyboard students will play scales at least two octaves, ascending and descending, 

hands together. 
 
b. Other instrumental students will play scales at least 1 octave, ascending and 

descending. 
 
c. Voice students will sing a scale of one octave, ascending and descending, or any 

unaccompanied vocalise. 
 

4. Time allotted for performance: 10 minutes 
 

D. Levels 4A and 4B 
 
1. Students of all instruments will perform at least two compositions from different musical 

periods, preferably of contrasting styles. (Baroque, Classical, Romantic, Impressionistic, 
Contemporary) 

 
2. Voice students will perform two art songs from different musical periods, preferably of 

contrasting styles. Original language is encouraged, but not required. 
 
3. Percussion students will perform any two compositions of contrasting style and preferably 

involving multiple instrumentation. Percussion students should be able to demonstrate skill 
with basic percussion rudiments. 

 
4. Scales in the tonalities of the compositions performed: 

 
a. Keyboard students will play scales four octaves, ascending and descending, hands 

together. 
 
b. Voice students will sing a scale of one octave, ascending and descending, or any 

unaccompanied vocalise. 
 
c. String students will play scales three octaves, ascending and descending. 
 
d. Other instrumental students will perform scales at least two octaves, ascending and 

descending. 
 

5. Time allotted for performance: 12 minutes. 
 

E. General Repertoire Requirements  
 

1. For the purpose of the festivals, the Classical repertoire extends to and includes Beethoven. 
The Romantic repertoire will begin with Schubert.  

 
2. Only one movement, preferably a fast one, is required from a multiple movement form 

(i.e., concerto, sonata, suite) unless otherwise indicated. If the selected concerto contains a 
cadenza, that cadenza must be played. 

 



10 

3. String, woodwind and brass performers entered at any pre-college level may elect to 
perform only a concerto movement or other single work of major proportions, providing 
the work contains a contrast of tempi and thematic materials. If this work takes the allotted 
time, it may be presented by itself, without a second selection representing a contrasting 
style or period. 

 
4. Students entering in ensembles will perform two compositions of contrasting styles, 

preferably from different musical periods. These do not need to be performed from 
memory. Sight reading and scales are not required in this category. 

 
V. Sight Reading 

 
A. All students entering Nebraska Music Teachers Association District Festival at the pre-college 

level must complete the sight reading requirement. Ensemble entries do not have a sight 
reading requirement. 

 
B. Students will receive a brief critique on their sight reading, which will not affect the final 

performance rating. The evaluation, however, will appear on the festival certificate. 
 
C. Guidelines for sight reading are found on pages 15-18. 
 

 
VI. Theory and Musicianship 
 

A. All students entering the Nebraska Music Teachers Association District Festivals will 
complete a test on theory and ear training at the appropriate level. The ear training portion of 
the theory test may or may not be offered at the State Festival at the NMTA Vice President’s 
discretion, due to time and space limitations. 

 
B. Students participating at District Festivals must receive a passing score on the theory test to be 

eligible for State Festival. The theory passing grade will be determined by the NMTA Board 
and advertised on-line at www.nebmta.org and in pre-festival correspondence. NO make-up 
tests will be given. 

 
C. The charts which follow this section show the progression of theory material tested at each 

level. Questions may be asked in a variety of ways including, but not limited to: matching, 
multiple choice, fill in the blank, or draw/write the requested item.   

 
 The material listed on the chart is cumulative. At any level the student is also responsible for 

any material covered in earlier levels. It is recommended that students use the following 
abbreviations for clarity: 

 Major = maj   Perfect = per 
 Minor = min   Diminished = dim or ° 

       Augmented = aug 
 

Abbreviations such as “M” for major and “m” for minor may be accepted, BUT, if the graders 
cannot distinguish which is meant, the question will be counted as incorrect.  

 
D. The following charts list the concepts and terms included at each level. Of course, not all terms 

will appear in a given year’s test. Please keep in mind that students must also know the 
information from preceding levels. 

http://www.nebmta.org/�
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NEBRASKA MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
HONORS TEST 

THEORY AND MUSICIANSHIP 
 

Purpose: To provide an additional challenge for students and teachers in theory. 
 
For: Students who have previously scored above 90% on the Level 4B exam in theory. 
 
For the Honors Test a written section will be added to the level 4B test at State Festival. The Honors 
portion of the test must be requested on the entry form. 
 
Topics which may be included (all may or may not appear on any given test): 
 

1. Scales and Modes 
A. Any mode or pentatonic scale, ascending and descending. 
B. Any scale degree in any mode or pentatonic scale. 

 
2. Seventh Chords 

A. Major-major (major 7th), major-minor (dominant 7th), minor-minor (minor 7th), 
diminished-minor (half-diminished 7th), and diminished-diminished  
(fully diminished 7th) 7th chords, all inversions. 

B. Secondary dominants. 
 

3. Intervals 
A. Any intervals above or below given notes in alto or tenor clefs. 

 
4. Rhythm 

A. Given a series of rhythmic note values, notate these in two meters, such as: 6/8 and 3/4, 
written with correct beaming and bar lines. 

 
5. Transposition 

A. Transpose a melody from one clef to any other clef (including alto and tenor), or from 
one key to another. 

 
6. Harmonic Analysis 
 A. Analyze a musical excerpt using Roman numerals and inversion numbers. 

 
7. Form 

A. Parallel or contrasting phrases, conclusive or non-conclusive cadences (or formal name 
of cadence – authentic, etc.), the key of various cadences in an excerpt. 
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VIII. Assisting With Festivals 
 

Teachers or their representatives are needed to assist with the festivals as monitors for 
performance rooms, theory rooms, ear training rooms, etc. A space is provided on the festival 
entry blank for teachers to indicate their preference of positions. Teachers are encouraged to 
enlist at least one studio parent to work as a monitor during the festival. 

 
 
 
 

GUIDELINES FOR ROOM MONITORS FOR DISTRICT AND STATE FESTIVALS 
 

Remain outside the performance room. 
 

Inspect each student’s music to be certain: 
 

1. The front cover is labeled with the entrant’s Level and Festival Number. 
 

2. Measures are numbered at the beginning of each system. 
 

3. There are no identifying marks such as student’s or teacher’s name on the music. 
 

All entrants and accompanists must abide by the federal Copyright Law. Photocopies are strongly 
discouraged. 
 
Teaching marks (fingering, phrasing, pedaling, bowing, breath marks, diction, etc.) are permitted. 
 
Instruct student to give music to the judge, or give it to the judge yourself. 
 
Do not allow anyone to enter during the performance. 
 
Following each performance, pick up the music from the judge and return to the student. 
 
Do not allow any repertoire changes in music. These are all to have been cleared with the Festival 
Chair well in advance of the festival. Notify the Festival Chair if a student says they have different 
repertoire than they entered originally, or if the student does not have a copy of the music for the 
judge. 
 
BE CERTAIN THAT THE FESTIVAL STAYS ON SCHEDULE! 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR WILLINGNESS TO HELP! 
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NEBRASKA MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

STATE FESTIVAL 
 

NMTA sponsors the non-competitive State Festival and the Nebraska only Junior, Senior, and Young 
Artist Competitions in the fall of each year. Nebraska also participates in the MTNA-sponsored 
Competitions that are held in the fall, in conjunction with the NMTA State Conference. The State Festival 
is organized and administered by the NMTA Vice President, who is the overall chair for student festivals. 
 

I. General Requirements for State Festival 
 

A. In order to qualify for the NMTA pre-college performance festival in piano, orchestral strings, 
voice, woodwinds, brass, percussion,  plectrum guitar and classical guitar, a student must have 
meet all of the following requirements: 

 
1. The student must receive a Superior (I) or Excellent (II) rating in a District Festival. 

 
2. The student must complete the sight reading requirements at District Festival. Ensembles 

are exempt from this requirement. 
 
3. The student must receive a passing score on the theory and musicianship test at District 

Festival. NO make-up tests will be given. 
 
4. The student must participate at the proper level in District Festival to qualify for State 

Festival. (Students may only enter the same level at District Festival two times in order to 
be eligible for State Festival.) 

 
5. Teacher must pay current membership dues by the designated deadline. State Festival 

occurs in a different membership year from the previous spring District Festivals. 
 

6. All repertoire requirements must be observed. (See pages 7-10.) 
 

B. Students who advance to the State Festival normally continue at the same level at which they 
entered the District Festival. 

 
C. At the teacher’s discretion, students may progress to a higher level from District Festival.  

Students must complete all the requirements at the new State Festival level. 
 
D. Students entering State Festival at level 4B must take the level 4B theory test and if desired, 

may take an additional section, with Honors Theory questions. The Honors section must be 
requested on the entry form. 

 
E. State Festival materials, which include all certificates, critique sheets, theory tests, etc., will be 

mailed to teachers after the festival is completed and it has been determined that all 
requirements have been met. 
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II. Festival Fees 

 
A. Festival fees will be stipulated annually by the NMTA Vice President, with the approval of the 

NMTA Board. 
 
B. Each teacher must pay festival fees for his/her students by check or money order, payable to 

NMTA and sent to the NMTA Vice President. Individual payment of fees by students or 
payment of fees in cash is not acceptable. 

 
C. There are no refunds of entry fees. 
 

III. State Festival Requirements 
 

A. Non-Competitive Festival 
 

1. All pre-college participants must complete the performance requirements, including scales 
and a theory and musicianship test. The ear training portion of the theory test may or may 
not be offered at State Festival at the NMTA Vice President’s discretion, due to time and 
space limitations. 

 
2. All festival requirements pertaining to repertoire must be met. Changes must be reported to 

the NMTA Vice President no later than one week before the festival. If there is a change 
after that time a written critique will be given but the Festival Chair will withhold the 
rating. 

 
3. All entrants and accompanists must abide by the federal Copyright Law. Photocopies are 

strongly discouraged. 
 

4. All other festival guidelines as listed under District Festivals will be observed.  
(See pages 7-13.) 

 
B. Nebraska (only) Competitions 

 
1. Students ages 11-14 who have successfully completed the District Festival will be eligible 

to participate in the NMTA Junior Competition.  Students ages 15-18 who have 
successfully completed the District Festival will be eligible to participate in the NMTA 
Senior Competition.  

 
Descriptions of these competitions follow this section of the Festival Manual.  
(See page 22.) 

 
2. Collegiate students ages 19-26 may elect to enter the Nebraska (only) Young Artist 

Competitions. 
 

Information about this competition follows the Junior and Senior Competition rules.  
(See page 23.) 
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NEBRASKA MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
NEBRASKA JUNIOR AND SENIOR COMPETITIONS 

 
These are Nebraska competitions only and are not part of a national series. Students ages 11-14 are 
eligible to participate in Junior and ages 15-18 in Senior. Students compete in the same categories as in 
the MTNA Junior and Senior Performance Competitions. Those categories are: BRASS (Senior only) 
PIANO, ORCHESTRAL STRINGS, VOICE and WOODWINDS.  (Note: These NE only competitions 
do not offer ensemble categories.) 
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS COMPETITION SHALL BE THE SAME AS THE MTNA JUNIOR 
AND SENIOR PERFORMANCE COMPETITIONS REQUIREMENTS, EXCEPT AS FOLLOWS:  

1. All contestants must be students of teachers who are current, paid members of MTNA and NMTA. 
 
2. All contestants must have participated in the District Festival the previous spring, must have 

received a Superior (I) or Excellent (II) rating, received a passing grade on the written theory test 
and completed sight reading. 

 
3. A program of 20 minutes of solo repertoire will be adjudicated for both the Nebraska Junior and 

Senior Competitions. The program may be longer or shorter than the time allowed. If more than 
20 minutes, the judges will hear some of each piece listed. The student may choose the first piece 
to perform; the judges will choose the order for the remainder of the repertoire. 

 
4. Competitors should plan a varied solo program using the repertoire requirements for the MTNA 

Junior and Senior Performance Competitions as a guideline. For specific requirements, please 
refer to the MTNA Student Competitions Guidelines in the April/May issue of the American 
Music Teacher or on-line at www.mtna.org. 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.   Entry forms are available at www.nebmta.org. Click on Competitions. 
2.  The entry fee, set by the NMTA Vice President with the approval of the NMTA Board, is  
      non-refundable. 
3. PIANO and VOICE contestants must perform all repertoire from memory. Memorization is 

optional for BRASS, ORCHESTRAL STRINGS and WOODWINDS. 
      4.   Entrants must provide the judge(s) one score for each work listed on the entry form. 
      5.   All entrants and accompanists must abide by the federal Copyright Law.  Photocopies are strongly  
            discouraged. 
      6.   Measures must be numbered at the beginning of each system. 
      7.  One winner will be selected in each category. Each category winner may receive a monetary            
           award.  In addition to a winner, a second place may be named, as well as one or more “honorable 
           mentions.”  EXCEPTION:  If only one student is entered, the judge may or may not declare a 
           winner. 
      8.  A winner in the competition may not enter the same competition in the same category the 
           following year . 
      9.  There are no scale, ear training or written theory requirements. 

 
 
 

http://www.mtna.org/�
http://www.nebmta.org/�
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NEBRASKA MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
NEBRASKA YOUNG ARTIST COMPETITION 

 
This is a Nebraska competition only and is not part of a national series. College undergraduate students 
ages 19-26 are eligible to participate. Students may compete in the same categories as in the MTNA 
Young Artist Solo Performance Competitions. Those categories are: BRASS, PIANO, ORCHESTRAL 
STRINGS, VOICE and WOODWINDS. 

 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS COMPETITION SHALL BE THE SAME AS THE MTNA YOUNG 
ARTIST COMPETITION REQUIREMENTS, EXCEPT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
1. The contestant must be an undergraduate at a Nebraska college or university; student’s teacher 

must be a current, paid member of MTNA and NMTA.  
 
2. A program of 30 minutes of solo repertoire will be adjudicated for the Nebraska Young Artist 

Competition. The program may be longer or shorter than the time allowed, but the judges will hear 
some of each piece listed. The student may choose the first piece to perform; the judges will 
choose the order for the remainder of the repertoire. 

 
3. Competitors should plan a varied solo program using the repertoire requirements for the MTNA 

Young Artist Competition as a guideline. For specific requirements, please refer to the MTNA 
Student Competitions Guidelines in the April/May issue of the American Music Teacher or on-line 
at www.mtna.org.  

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
1. Entry forms are available at www.nebmta.org. Click on Competitions. 
 
2. The entry fee is set by the NMTA Vice President, with the approval of the NMTA Board, and is 

non-refundable. 
 

3. PIANO and VOICE contestants must perform all repertoire from memory. Memorization is 
optional for BRASS, STRINGS, and WOODWINDS. 

 
4. Entrants must provide the judge(s) one score for each work listed on the entry form. 

 
5. All entrants and accompanists must abide by the federal Copyright Law. Photocopies are strongly 

discouraged. 
 

6. Measures must be numbered at the beginning of each system. 
 

7. One winner will be selected in each category. Each category winner may receive a monetary 
award. In addition to a winner, a second place may be named, as well as one or more “honorable 
mentions.”  EXCEPTION:  If only one student is entered, the judge may or may not declare a 
winner. 

 
8. A winner in this competition may not enter the same competition in the same category the 

following year. 
 
 
 

http://www.mtna.org/�
http://www.nebmta.org/�
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MTNA - SPONSORED COMPETITIONS 

 
1. NMTA participates in the various MTNA Competitions, such as the Junior, Senior, Young Artist, 

Chamber Music and Composition Competitions. For details of the requirements of the various 
MTNA Competitions, please refer to the April/May issue of the American Music Teacher or on- 
line at www.mtna.org. 

 
2. Participation in District Festivals is not required to enter any MTNA Competitions. No written 

theory and musicianship test is administered. 
 
3. The NMTA state winners in the MTNA Junior, Senior, Young Artist, Chamber Music 

Competitions and the winners from the Student Composition Competition will represent Nebraska 
at the Divisional levels. 

 
4. It is imperative that teachers, students and their parents understand that it is the duty of the 

Nebraska winners to comply with all requirements for participation in these competitions, 
including payment of competition fees, accompanist fees and travel expenses. 

 
5. NMTA may provide a monetary award/travel grant to all Nebraska student representatives at 

Divisional Competitions to help defray expenses. 
 

6. Questions concerning MTNA Competitions should be directed to the MTNA Competitions Chair 
for NMTA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.mtna.org/�
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IV. ADJUDICATORS AND RATINGS 
 

A. Adjudicators for the Festivals and Competitions are chosen from musicians of high professional 
standing, experience and integrity. 

 
B. It is recommended that, when possible, some of the judges used at District Festivals come from 

outside their district. When possible, some of the judges for the State Festival, including the 
Nebraska Competitions or the MTNA-sponsored competitions, should come from outside 
Nebraska. 

 
C. No judge should adjudicate the same level of the same event at District Festivals or the same 

level at State Festival for two consecutive years. 
 
D. Whenever possible, judges should have taught or be teaching at the level in which they are 

judging. Judges should have attended a judging workshop or have judged in MTNA/NMTA 
Festivals or comparable events. 

 
E. Judges will be advised of the rules for all festivals and competitions. 
 
F. The student will be identified by festival number, level and length of study. 
 
G. Judges are not to comment upon the acceptability of the entrant’s selections, with regard to the 

musical or technical difficulties of the selections, but are free to comment on the musical value 
and suitability of the selections. 

 
H. Judges are encouraged to provide written constructive criticisms in addition to a rating. 
 
I. Ratings are assigned according to the following scale: 

I – Superior 
 An outstanding performance in nearly every detail. 
II – Excellent 

A very good performance with minor technical defects or inadequate interpretation. 
III – Good 
 An average performance with technical and musical defects. 
IV – Fair 

A below average performance showing a definite lack of preparation of the 
fundamentals of musical performance. 
 

J. The decision of the judge is final and may not be questioned by students, their parents, or 
teachers. 

 
K. In order to remain on schedule, judges may find it necessary to stop a performance before its 

completion. This will not affect the judge’s final decision. 
 
L. Scales are required of each non-competitive festival solo entrant. Judges will give a plus ( + ) or 

minus ( - ) evaluation of the scale on the adjudication sheet, and may make additional comments 
or suggestions if they wish. This evaluation will not affect the final performance rating, 
however. 

 
M. Judges will be asked to administer the sight reading evaluation at District Festivals. Extra time 

will be added to the festival schedule to allow for this. 
 

N. A typical adjudication form follows. 
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NEBRASKA MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
FESTIVAL 

Adjudication Form 
 
 
Festival No.:     Level:   Length of Study: 
 
 
SELECTIONS        COMPOSERS          KEY      PERIOD 
 
 
 
 
 
Please comment on the strengths and weaknesses of the performance. You may refer to tone, technique, 
phrasing, dynamics, tempo, rhythm, accuracy of notes and memorization (if required). 
 
Comments may also be made regarding individual performance areas such as fingering, posture, hand 
position, articulation and pedaling. Also appropriate are comments regarding effectiveness of 
interpretation, general musicality and stage presence. Scales in the tonalities of the compositions are 
required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scale Evaluation: ( + or - ) _____ 
 
 
________    __________________________________________ 
  Rating          Signature of Judge 




